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1  Introduction 

Global Carbon Council (GCC), MENA region’s first voluntary carbon offsetting program, is 

an initiative of Gulf Organization for Research and Development that aims to contribute to a 

vision of sustainable and low carbon economy of the region and help to catalyse climate 

actions on the ground and also ensure that the project construction and operations do not 

cause any net-harm to environment and society and contribute to United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) as per host country’s priorities. Entire governance structure, 

system and the documentation framework to achieve this objective is collectively called as 

GCC Program. 

GCC Program provides an integrated GCC Registration and Issuance process to ensure that 

the GCC project activity: 

(a) at a minimum reduces GHG, which are additional to that reduced in absence of the 

project activity, by applying GCC rules1 and provides the possibility for the Project 

owners to demonstrate this achievement by obtaining a certification label, called as 

ACRs (carbon credits). 

(b) does not cause any ‘Net-harm’ to Environment and the Society by applying 

Environmental and Social Safeguards Standard and provides the possibility for the 

Project Owners to demonstrate this achievement by obtaining additional certification 

labels, called as: 

i. Environmental No-net-harm Label (E+); and 

ii. Social No-net-harm Label (S+)’. 

(c) makes contributions towards the achievement of United Nations Sustainability 

Development Goals (SDGs) by applying Project Sustainability Standard and provides 

the possibility for the Project owners, depending on project’s contribution to number of 

SDGs, to demonstrate this achievement by obtaining additional certification labels, to, 

named as: 

(i) Bronze label (level 1): by achieving 2 out of 17 SDGs 

(ii) Silver label (level 2): by achieving 3 out of 17 SDGs 

(iii) Gold label (level 3): by achieving 4 out of 17 SDGs 

(iv) Platinum label (level 4): by achieving 5 out of 17 SDGs 

(v)    Diamond label (level 5): by achieving more than 5 out of 17 SDGs 

The process mentioned in:  

(a) para 2 above is mandatory and the GCC project activity shall at a minimum reduce GHG 

and is called the minimum performance track; 

(b) para 2 (b and c) above is not mandatory and is called the rated performance track; and  

 

1 “GCC Rules” means the rules and requirements set out by the GCC program related to GHG emission 
reductions and its certification based on the GCC Program documents including ISO 14064-2, ISO 
14064-3, the GCC Program Framework, GCC Program Manual, GCC Project Standard, applicable 
methodologies and Tools and the other documents mentioned in GCC Program Framework and 
available on the GCC public website. 
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(c) The project owners shall choose to indicate their choice ex-ante, which shall be verified 

ex-post by approved GCC Verifiers. 

The generic requirements of GCC Program are based on International Standard ISO 

14054-2, 3 while as the specific requirements of GCC program are stipulated by the 

GCC rules. 

The specific requirements of GCC program include: 

(a) Project Standard: which provides specific requirements for developing GCC Projects 

and is focused on primarily on the Project Owners; 

(b)  Verification Manual: which provides specific requirements for verifying GCC Projects 

and is focused on primarily on the GCC Verifiers; 

(c)  Methodologies and Tools: including the Methodologies and Tools developed and 

approved by GCC Program and other GHG program standards such as the Climate 

Action Reserve (CAR), Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), Gold Standard (GS) 

and Verified Carbon Standard (VCS); and 

(d)  Other specific rules as mentioned and defined by the GCC program. 

In case of contradiction between the requirements, following procedure shall be applied: 

(a) Where contradiction exists between the ISO 14064-2, ISO 14064-3 and rules and 

requirements of GCC Program, the rules and requirements of GCC Program shall over-

ride and prevail; and 

(b) The contradiction between the various rules and requirements within GCC Program 

shall be handled as per the hierarchy of documents mentioned in the ‘GCC Program 

Framework’. 

The purpose of Project Standard is to:  

(a)  describe the specific requirements applicable to projects that intend to submit projects 

for registration and issuance of carbon credits (‘Approved Carbon Reductions’ or 

ACRs) under GCC Program; and  

(b)  Ensure the high quality of Project Submissions and Monitoring Reports prepared by 

project owners and submitted to the GCC throughout the project cycle;  

(c) The ‘Project Submission Form’ and ‘Monitoring report’ requires description on the 

project activity to be provided and the requirements of this standard (along with other 

requirements of GCC Program Framework) be met. 

1.1 Version  

All information about version control of GCC Program documentation is contained in the 

GCC Program Manual. 

This document will be updated from time-to-time and readers shall ensure that they are 

using the most current version of the document. Where external documents are referenced, 

and such documents are updated, the most recent version of the document shall be used. 
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2 Standard Project Requirements of GCC 

2.1 General Project Principles  

The following principles are applied to GHG emission reduction projects submitted for the 

registration with GCC Program, in addition to the principles of ISO 14064-2. 

Additional 

Project owners shall demonstrate the “additionality” to ensure that anthropogenic emissions 

of GHG are reduced below those that would have occurred in the absence of the project 

activity. 

Avoidance of Double Counting 

There shall be no double counting of GHG emission reductions within the jurisdiction of the 

region and the stakeholders for which GCC operates to safeguard environmental integrity. 

Conservative 

Conservative assumptions, values and procedures must be used to ensure that the GHG 

emission reductions of projects are accurately estimated and not over-estimated.  

Independently Audited 

All projects and GHG emission reductions shall be verified through an independent audit 

process (periodic or spot checks), using the expertise necessary to understand the context 

of both the country and the sector in which the project is implemented, with an aim to provide 

a reasonable level of assurance to GCC about their credibility. All the requirements set in 

ISO 14064-3 shall be implemented in this regard.  

Compliance of legal requirements 

GHG reduction projects shall comply with all the legal requirements; and, either acquire 

necessary licenses for its implementation and operation; or, demonstrate potential 

compliance of legal requirements before submission of documents to GCC. 

Legal binding 

GHG reduction projects which are implemented according to an enforced legal mandate 

(government policy, regulation, law) cannot be submitted to GCC for claiming emission 

reductions. 

Quantifiable emission reductions 

All GHG emission reductions shall be quantifiable using recognized measurement tools 

(including adjustments for uncertainty and leakage) against a credible emissions baseline. 

Permanent Emission Reductions for Project Supporter 

Where GHG emission reductions are generated by projects that carry a risk of reversibility, 

adequate safeguards shall be in place to ensure that the risk of reversal is minimized and 

that, should any reversal occur, the equivalent amount of emission reductions shall be 
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replaced or compensated by the Project owner or the GCC Verifier as per the terms and 

conditions mentioned in the GCC Verifier agreement.  

Real 

Project owners shall prove that their GHG emission reduction projects have been 

implemented, operated and monitored according to the documentation submitted to GCC. 

Transparency and credibility 

In order to make decisions on project registration and approval, and methodology approval 

with reasonable confidence, GCC requires that project and methodology related 

data/information should be taken from credible sources and made transparently available 

for public stakeholders to comment. 

2.2 General Project Requirements 

For submission of projects to GCC, project owners shall follow all ISO 14064-2, ISO 14064-

3 and applicable rules adopted under the GCC Program, in addition to this standard. 

Project owners shall apply methodologies and tools eligible under the GCC Program, which 

will include methodologies and tools from other GHG Programs such as CDM, CAR, GS, 

VCS, in addition to methodologies and tools developed by GCC Program. Baseline and 

monitoring methodologies shall be applied in full, including the full application of any tools 

or guidance referred to by a methodology. 

New requirements shall not be applied retroactively to existing projects but only to projects 

which have been submitted to GCC after the requirement have entered into force and in 

accordance with the grace period defined for certain standards. 

2.3 Specific Project Requirement 

For submission of projects to GCC, project owners shall follow the specific requirements 

mentioned below, in addition to the requirements mentioned in “Standard on Key Projects 

Requirements and Development of Methodologies 

2.3.1 Project Description 

The description provides the details of the GHG emission reduction activities, including 

schematics, specifications and how project reduces GHG emissions. Project owners shall 

use the GCC Project Submission Form (PSF). 

2.3.2 Project Ownership 

Project owners shall provide documentary evidence establishing conclusively a right of use 

arising by virtue of a statutory, proprietary or contractual right of the plant, equipment, 

process or measure that generates GHG emission reductions and which is accorded to the 

project owner. 

2.3.3 Project Start date 

The project start date is the date on which the project begins generating GHG emission 

reductions. 
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2.3.4 Project Crediting Period 

Crediting periods for the various project types are determined in the relevant baseline and 

monitoring methodologies and refer to minimum between a 10 year period and a 

conservative technical lifetime of the installed technologies or implemented measures. 

The start of the crediting period shall be the same as the project start date. 

2.3.5 Project Scale 

Project owners shall prepare an estimate of expected emission reductions every year and 

over the project crediting period. 

The GCC Project does not differentiate between the scale of the project activities whether 

large-scale or small-scale, however if the GCC Project activity proposes to apply small-

scale CDM methodologies, the project activity shall comply with the threshold of small-

scale projects as defined by CDM rules. Within the small-scale project types of CDM, if the 

scale of the proposed small-scale CDM project activity is under the threshold of micro-scale 

project activities defined under CDM, the project owners may benefit from simplified CDM 

rules and requirements for microscale project activities. In order to do so, the project 

owners shall indicate and demonstrate that the project activity qualifies for the microscale 

project types defined by CDM. 

2.3.6 Project Location 

Project owners shall provide details of the physical/geographical location of the project 

including information which allows its unique identification (by single geodetic coordinate, 

physical address and a map). 

2.3.7 Project Boundary 

Project owners shall define the boundary of the proposed project, including the physical 

delineation of the project and which emission sources and GHGs are included in the 

baseline and project scenario, in accordance with the applied baseline and monitoring 

methodology. 

2.3.8 Project Additionality 

GCC applies a following approach to determining additionality which consists of two 

components 

• Legal Requirement Test 

• Additionality Test either based on Positive Lists test or projects-specific additionality 

test that objectively establishes the additionality. 

Legal Requirement Test 

Projects are very likely to be non-additional if their implementation is required by a law 

which is enforced on ground. A positive outcome to legal requirement test ensures that 

eligible projects (and the GHG reductions they achieve) would not have occurred anyway 

in order to comply with federal, state or local regulations, or other legally binding mandates. 

A project passes the legal requirement test when there are no enforced laws, statutes, 

regulations, court orders, environmental mitigation agreements, permitting conditions or 



PROJECT STANDARD  

 

10 of 15 

other legally binding mandates requiring its implementation, or requiring the 

implementation of similar technology/measure that would achieve equivalent levels of GHG 

emission reductions. The voluntary commitments/agreements by a sector or an entity do 

not translate into the legal requirements. 

The specific provisions of the legal requirement test may differ depending on the project 

type and the applicable methodology. 

Additionality Test 

The project owners shall demonstrate, in accordance with the applied methodologies, that 

the anthropogenic emissions of GHG by sources are reduced below those that would have 

occurred in the absence of the proposed GCC project activity. 

The “Standard on Key Project Requirements and Development of Methodologies” contains 

the criteria for demonstration of additionality under GHG Program. The standard refers to 

various global positive lists, CDM tools and guidelines that shall be used in GCC 

methodologies for demonstration of additionality.  

If the GCC project activity applies the technology, fuel or feedstock listed under positive 

list, the project activity is deemed automatically additional. The positive list can be classified 

into Global Positive list and Regional Positive list and identifies a broad set of abatement 

activities that are deemed additional. 

a) Global Positive list: This list is provided in the Standard on key Project requirements 

and Methodology Development. 

b) Regional Positive List: This list will be developed by GCC Program based on the 

research and analysis following credible sources of information and provided in the 

applicable GCC methodology.  

For demonstration of additionality of the proposed GCC project activity which applies small-

scale CDM methodologies that do not refer to specific additionality requirements, the 

project owners shall apply one of the following: 

(a) “Methodological tool: Demonstration of additionality of small-scale project activities”. In 

such case, the project owners should also follow the “Non-binding best practice 

examples to demonstrate additionality for SSC project activities” and, where necessary, 

any applicable additionality tool; 

(b)  “Methodological tool: Demonstration of additionality of microscale project activities”, if 

the scale of the project activity is under the micro-scale thresholds. 

2.3.9 Baseline Scenario for the Project 

Project owners shall either determine the baseline scenario for the project in accordance 

with the requirements set out in the methodology applied to the project; or use a default 

baseline scenario given in the methodology. 

Project owners shall demonstrate the equivalence in type and level of service provided by 

alternative scenarios and, where appropriate, shall explain any significant differences 

between the project and the baseline scenario. 
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In developing the baseline scenario, project owners shall justify assumptions, values and 

procedures so that the most plausible baseline scenario leads to a conservative estimation 

of GHG emission reductions. 

2.3.10 Project Emission Reductions 

Project owners shall provide calculations of baseline, project and leakage emissions of 

GHGs as well as GHG emission reductions of the proposed project activity for each year 

of the crediting period, in accordance with the selected baseline and monitoring 

methodology. 

If the selected baseline and monitoring methodology includes different scenarios, options 

or default values of various parameters to choose from, project owners shall justify their 

selection for the proposed project while estimating the emission reductions of the project 

2.3.11 Project Monitoring 

Project owners shall provide evidence of successful installation of technologies or 

implementation of measures and operation and monitoring of the project as set out by the 

applied baseline and monitoring methodology. 

2.3.12 Project Records and Information 

Project owners shall ensure that all documents and records are kept in a secure and 

retrievable manner for at least two years after the end of the project crediting period. 

For verification purposes, project owners shall make available to GCC Verifier the 

supporting information and data on project description, evidence of their right of use, 

evidence of successful installation of technologies or implementation of measures 

3 Use of Methodologies Developed by Other GHG Programs 

In addition to methodologies and tools developed by GCC Program, Project owners 

submitting a proposed project activity to GCC Program may apply methodologies and tools 

approved by other GHG Programs namely 

• Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 

• Climate Action Reserve (CAR) 

• Gold Standard (GS) 

• Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) 

3.1 Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 

The CDM, operated by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), is one of the flexibility mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol which shall allow 

industrialized countries to achieve cost effective emission reductions abroad and support 

developing countries developing their societies sustainably. By the end of 2015, 7560 

projects have been registered world wide and 1,600 MT emission reductions have been 

issued. 



PROJECT STANDARD  

 

12 of 15 

3.2  Gold Standard (GS) 

The Gold Standard, founded by the World-Wide Fund (WWF) for Nature, is a quality label 

which can either be used as add on certification of CDM projects or for voluntary GHG 

reduction projects (based mainly on CDM baseline methodologies for renewable energy and 

energy efficiency). Sustainability is a core requirement of the Gold Standard. Sustainability 

aspects of the projects are examined before and after implementation through a sustainability 

assessment, in addition to emissions reduction reporting. Sustainable development 

indicators are monitored, reported, and verified. By the end of 2015 the Gold Standard has 

approximately 1,100+ projects registered world wide and 46 MT emission reductions have 

been issued 

3.3 Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) 

The Verified Carbon Standard (VCS), founded by the Climate Group, International Emissions 

Trading Association (IETA), The World Economic Forum and the World Business Council for 

Sustainable Development (WBSCD), aims to pioneer innovative rules and tools that open 

new avenues for carbon crediting and allow businesses, non-profits and government entities 

to engage in on-the-ground climate action. By the end of 2015 the Verified Carbon Standard 

has approximately 1,300 projects registered world wide and 170 MT emission reductions 

issued 

 

3.4 Climate Action Reserve (CAR) 

CAR was founded as Non-profit organization as the California Climate Action Registry by 

state legislation in 2001 (renamed to Climate Action Reserve in 2008). It aims to encourage 

actions to reduce emissions by developing protocols to track GHG emissions and reductions 

and having those emissions verified and publicly reported. By the end of 2015 180 projects 

were registered at the Climate Action Reserve and 62 MT emission reductions issued. 

4 General Monitoring Requirements 

GCC Program recognizes that all the information related to monitoring of parameters required 

by the methodology may not be available at the point of preparation of the PSFs, particularly 

for Greenfield projects. However, in order to reduce and minimize the deviations from the 

registered PSF, the project owners are encouraged to consider, as appropriate, the following 

requirements at the time of preparation of the PSFs. These requirements are however 

mandatory at the time of preparation of monitoring reports. 

The project owner shall develop and describe the monitoring plan, containing all the 

monitoring parameters, for the proposed GCC project activity in accordance with the applied 

approved methodologies and all other applicable GCC rules and requirements, and the 

provisions in paragraph below. For each monitoring parameter required by the methodologies, 

the project owners shall: 

(a) Describe how the parameters are measured/calculated and the measurement and 

recording frequency;  

(b) Describe the equipment used to monitor each parameter, including details on accuracy 

class, and calibration information (frequency, date of calibration, validity, uncertainty 

levels, methods). If neither the applied methodologies nor the GCC requirements specify 
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any requirements for calibration frequency for measuring equipment, the project owners 

shall ensure that the equipment is calibrated either in accordance with the local/national 

standards or the manufacturer’s specifications. If local/national standards or the 

manufacturer’s specifications are not available, international standards may be used. If 

international standards are not available, the project owners shall ensure that the 

equipment, used to measure a parameter to determine emission reductions, is 

calibrated at least annually, unless other specifications are provided in the applied 

methodologies; 

(c) Ensure that the calibration of measuring equipment shall be carried out by an accredited 

laboratory with the calibration results traceable to the master equipment. Measured data 

with high levels of uncertainty or without adequate calibration shall be compared with 

local/ national data and commercial data to ensure consistency. 

(d) Describe the data variables that both vary and remain constant. Data variables that 

impact the GHG emission reductions continuously (e.g. quantity of fuel inputs, amount 

of heat or electricity produced, gas captured) shall be measured and recorded at 

appropriately justified intervals, unless other specifications are provided in the applied 

methodologies. Data elements that are generally constant (e.g. emission factors, 

calorific value, system efficiencies) shall be measured or calculated at least once a year, 

unless other specifications are provided in the applied methodologies; 

(e) Provide the values of the monitored parameter for the purpose of calculating GHG 

emission reductions or net anthropogenic GHG removals. Where data are measured 

continuously, they shall be presented using an appropriate time interval (e.g. monthly 

for a monitoring period of six months or more; weekly for a monitoring period of less 

than six months; daily for a monitoring period of one month or less), unless other 

specifications are provided in the applied methodologies; 

(f) Provide and/or identify the sources of data (e.g. logbooks, daily records, surveys);  

(g) Provide the calculation method of the parameters, where relevant; 

(h)  Provide information about appropriate emission factors, IPCC default values and any 

other reference values that have been used in the calculation of GHG emission 

reductions or net anthropogenic GHG removals. 

(i) Put in place the operational and management structure to implement the monitoring 

plan; 

(j) Give provisions to ensure that data monitored and required for verification and issuance 

are kept and archived for at least two years after the end of the crediting period or the 

last issuance of ACRs, whichever occurs later; 

(k)  Define the responsibilities, institutional arrangements, and the quality assurance and 

quality control (QA/QC) procedures for data collection and archiving.
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V 2.0 25/06/2019 ▪ Revised version released for approval by GCC Steering 
Committee.  

▪ This version contains details and information to be 
provided, consequent to latest developments world-
wide (e.g., CORSIA EUC).   

v1.0  01/11/2016 ▪ Initial version released for approval by GCC Steering 
Committee under GCC Program Version 1 
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