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1. Introduction 

1. The Global Carbon Council (GCC) Program is the Middle East & North Africa (MENA) 

region’s first voluntary carbon offsetting program and an initiative of Gulf Organization for 

Research and Development (GORD). The voluntary GHG offsetting program developed 

by GCC1, a registered independent legal entity, is called as ‘GCC Program’, which aims 

to contribute to a vision of a sustainable and low-carbon world economy. The GCC 

Program receives GHG emission-reduction projects from the entire world, although it has 

placed special emphasis on low-carbon development in the MENA region, which has 

largely remained under-represented in carbon markets. The GCC Program helps to 

catalyse climate action on the ground, while ensuring that project construction and 

operations cause no-net-harm to the environment and society and contribute to the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as per host-country’ priorities. The GCC 

Program is comprised of the entire governance structure, system and the documentation 

framework to achieve this objective.  

2. The GCC Project Standard requires Project Owner(s) to complete a Project Submission 

Form (PSF) for their proposed Project Activity. In the PSF form they must clearly identify 

the requirements with respect to certification labels, including the requirements on do-no-

net-harm to the environment and society, that they wish to target.  

3. This standard describes the process, and stipulates requirements, for owners of GCC 

Project Activities that, in addition to reducing greenhouse-gas emissions, voluntarily 

commit to ensuring that their Project Activity does not cause any net-harm to the 

environment or to society. It also provides the opportunity to demonstrate this achievement 

by obtaining additional certification labels: the Environmental No-net-harm Label (E+) and 

the Social No-net-harm Label (S+). These two labels are addressed in an integrated 

manner during the GCC Registration and Issuance Processes.  

4. This standard has been developed based on the requirements laid out in section 7 of the 

Program Manual,2 which is the overarching program document that links together the 

various GCC documents that contain rules and requirements governing the GCC 

Program.  

5. The GCC Program Manual (section 7) requires Project Owners who voluntarily choose to 

demonstrate that their Project Activity does not cause any net harm to the environment or 

society to apply the Environment and Social Safeguards Standard (this document) and to 

complete section E of the Project Submission Form (PSF). These requirements apply to 

Project Activity Types A1, A2 and B1. 

                                                

1 The GCC Program is operated on behalf of GCC Steering Committee by GCC Operations Team. Any submission to 

‘GCC’ or ‘GCC Program’ shall be considered to be submitted to ‘GCC Operations Team’, which can be contacted at 
operations@globalcarboncouncil.com . GCC documents are available on website:  
www.globalcarboncouncil.com/resource-centre.html 

2 GCC documents are available here:  www.globalcarboncouncil.com/resource-centre.html 

mailto:operations@globalcarboncouncil.com
http://www.globalcarboncouncil.com/resource-centre.html
http://www.globalcarboncouncil.com/resource-centre.html
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6. The terms used in this document have been defined in the Program Definitions document, 

which shall be referred to when applying the Environment and Social Safeguards Standard 

(this document).3   

7. The requirements stipulated in the Program Manual, Project Standard and Verification 

Standard shall also be conformed to by Project Owners and to GCC Verifiers when 

applying the Environment and Social Safeguards Standard. 

2. Integrating Environment and Social Safeguards into GCC 

Project Development 

8. This standard has been designed to promote the integration of environmental and social 

safeguards and their effective implementation in GHG emission-reduction projects 

submitted for registration to the GCC Program.  

9. The requirements contained in this standard are voluntary for GCC Project Activities. 

Project Owners may choose to apply this standard to demonstrate that the Project Activity 

does not cause any net harm to environment and society. If Project Owners decide to do 

so, they shall indicate their choice in the PSF, which shall be verified ex-post by an 

approved GCC Verifier. 

10. This standard provides a process: 

(a) To identify environmental and social impacts resulting from the construction and 

operations of the Project Activity; 

(b) To conduct Do-No-Harm Risk Assessments to identify impacts categorized as 

Harmful;  

(c) To develop action plans to contain, reduce or eliminate impacts identified as 

Harmful;  

(d) To provide a framework for monitoring the implementation of action plans and 

achievement of action-plan targets; and  

(e) To facilitate verification by GCC Verifiers, which aims to certify that GCC Project 

Activities do not cause any net harm to the environment or to the society. 

11. This standard provides requirements that establish safeguards to avoid negative 

environmental and social impacts as described below:  

(a) Project Owners shall complete the PSF, describing how they plan to mitigate any 

negative environmental and social impacts anticipated to result from their Project 

Activity, so that the Project Activity does not cause any net harm. The PSF must 

be submitted to the GCC Program together with the request for registration, 

following third-party Project Verification by an approved GCC Verifier; 

(b) Project Owners shall, when completing Project Monitoring Reports, describe how 

the plan to mitigate negative environmental and social impacts, as described in the 

                                                
3 While using any GCC document, the terms/definitions/acronyms and the names of the regulatory documents referred 

have their first letter in capitals (e.g., Project Standard).  
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registered PSF, has been implemented and how the monitoring of the Project 

Activity has been conducted, to demonstrate that the Project Activity does not 

cause any net harm to the environment or society. The Project Monitoring Report 

(PMR) shall be submitted to the GCC Program along with a request for issuance, 

after third-party Emission Reduction Verification by an approved GCC Verifier; and 

(c) The GCC Verifier shall provide a Verification and a Certification Report and shall 

determine whether the Project Activity has not caused any net harm to the 

environment or society and, hence, is eligible to receive S+ and E+ certifications.  

3. Design of Environment and Social Safeguards and Risk 

Mitigation Action Plans  

12. The Project Owner, prior to Project Verification, shall complete section E of the PSF to 

describe how anticipated environmental and social impacts due to the Project Activity are 

planned to be mitigated so that they do not cause any net harm:   

(a) The environmental impacts that may be caused by constructing and operating the 

Project Activity shall be described in section E of the PSF, as per Table 1(a) and 

Table 3 of this document; and  

(b) The social impacts that may be caused by constructing and operating the Project 

Activity shall be described in section E of the PSF, as per Table 1(b) and Table 3 

of this document. 

13. The Project Owner shall conduct a Net-harm Assessment and complete the PSF as 

stipulated in the following eight-step procedure: 

(a) Step 1:  Identify4 environmental and social impact that may result from constructing 

and operating the Project Activity.  

(b) Step 2: Identify all the anticipated impacts on: 

(i) The environment: Describe anticipated environmental impacts, both 

positive and negative, from all sources (stationary and mobile) that may 

result from the Project Activity, within and outside the project boundary, over 

which the Project Owner(s) has control, and beyond what would reasonably 

be expected to occur in the absence of the Project Activity; and 

(ii) Society: Describe anticipated social impacts, both positive and negative, on 

stakeholders that may result from constructing and operating the Project 

Activity.  

(c) Step 3: Describe the applicable national legal/regulatory requirements/limits 

related to the environmental and social impacts identified. 

                                                
4 Project Owner may refer to IFC resources on identification of environmental and social impacts : 

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/sustainability-at-
ifc/policies-standards/ehs-guidelines/ehsguidelines  

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/sustainability-at-ifc/policies-standards/ehs-guidelines/ehsguidelines
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/sustainability-at-ifc/policies-standards/ehs-guidelines/ehsguidelines
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(d) Step 4: Conduct a thorough Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment to determine the 

severity of identified impacts and classify them into the following three categories: 

(i) Not Applicable: If no impacts have been identified in Step 2 above, then the 

Project Activity will not cause any harm and the severity of impacts shall be 

indicated as Not Applicable. No actions are required to mitigate or eliminate 

impacts. 

(ii) Harmless: If impacts exist but the Project Activity complies with the 

applicable national legal/regulatory requirements, or is within legal limits, 

then the severity of impacts shall be indicated as Harmless. No actions are 

required to mitigate or eliminate these impacts. 

(iii) Harmful: If impacts exist and the Project Activity does not comply with the 

applicable national legal/regulatory requirements, or exceeds legal limits, 

then the severity of impacts is likely to cause harm (is unsafe) and shall be 

indicated as Harmful (actions are required). 

(e) Step 5: Develop concrete Risk Mitigation Action Plans to contain, reduce or 

eliminate the risk of each impact identified as Harmful. The action plan(s) shall 

include: 

(i) Operational controls and best practices, focusing on how to implement and 

operate the Project Activity, that will be adopted to reduce the risk of 

identified impacts, at least to a level that is in compliance with applicable 

legal requirements; and/or 

(ii) A Program of Risk Management Actions (refer to Table 3), focusing on 

additional actions (e.g., installation of pollution-control equipment or 

construction of crèche for workers) that shall be implemented to contain, 

reduce or eliminate the risk of Harmful impacts.  

(f) Step 6: Describe the monitoring approach and identify the parameters to be 

monitored for each impact that has been identified as Harmful and described in the 

PSF and when reporting on monitoring using the template provided in Table 3. 

(g) Step 7: Conduct a thorough Do-No-Harm Residual Risk Assessment to re-

evaluate identified risks and determine whether the Risk Management Action Plan 

referred to in step 5 is likely to eliminate or reduce the anticipated Harmful impacts 

to the Harmless level.  If so, the Project Owner(s) may indicate the impacts as 

Harmless and the action-plan targets can be considered accomplished. 

(h) Step 8: The severity of residual environmental and social impacts after mitigation 

or management as per the outcome of step 7 shall be rated by the Project Owner. 

Scoring shall be conducted as follows: 

(i) For each impact, the Project Owner shall assess whether the Project Activity 

is or is not likely to cause harm to the environment or society. If the 

conclusion is that the Project Activity: 

a. is not likely to cause any harm, mark the score as +1; or  
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b. is likely to cause harm, mark the score as -1 

(ii) Calculate a Net Score, which is obtained by summing all of the scores (from 

step 8 (i), above) for individual impacts (harmful or harmless) in each row 

and the last column of Table 1(a, b). 

(iii) If the Net Score is:  

a. zero or greater, the overall anticipated impact is considered negligible 

and the Project Activity is likely to cause no net harm; or  

b. less than zero, the Project Activity is likely to cause net harm.  

(i) Once the Project Owner(s) confirms that their Project Activity is not likely to cause 

any net harm to the environment or society and the Net-harm Assessment in the 

PSF is complete, the PSF can be submitted to a GCC Verifier for Project 

Verification as per the Program Process. 

4. Implementing Risk Mitigation Action Plans and 

Monitoring Performance  

14. Project Owners shall ensure that their Project Activity does not cause any net harm to the 

environment or society and shall fulfil the environment and social safeguards defined for 

their Project Activity by: 

(a) Implementing the Risk Mitigation Action Plans defined in the registered PSF; and,  

(b) Measuring, monitoring, evaluating and reporting on the results of implementing 

said Risk Mitigation Action Plans.  

15. For each monitoring period and prior to commencing Emission Reduction Verifications, 

Project Owners shall complete a PMR describing how the environment and social 

safeguards referred to in paragraph 14 and defined in the registered PSF have been 

implemented, and how the monitoring of the Project Activity has been conducted, to 

demonstrate that the Project Activity does not cause any net harm to the environment or 

society.  

16. Project Owners shall conduct Net-harm Assessments and complete PMRs, following the 

similar process as described in paragraph 13, confirming that their Project Activity has not 

caused any net harm to the environment or society. PMRs shall describe the actions taken 

to mitigate the risk of: 

(a) Environmental impacts, as per Table 2(a) and Table 3; and  

(b) Social impacts, as per Table 2(b) and Table 3. 

17. Once the Project Owner(s) confirms that their Project Activity has not caused any net harm 

to the environment or society and that the Net-harm Assessment described in the PMR is 

complete, the PMR can be submitted to a GCC Verifier for Emission Reduction Verification 

as per the Program Process. 
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5. Third-party Verification of Environment and Social 

Safeguards and Mitigation Actions 

18. During Project Verification, the approved GCC Verifier shall also verify the identified 

environmental and social risks and the Risk Mitigation Action Plans included in the PSF.  

19. The GCC Verifier shall provide a GCC Project Verification Report certifying that the Project 

Activity is not likely to cause any net harm to the environment or society and, hence, is 

eligible to achieve additional S+ and E+ certifications. In performing the Project Verification, 

the GCC Verifier shall: 

(a) Conduct an assessment of the environment and social safeguards defined by the 

Project Owner(s) for their Project Activity and confirm that all plausible risks of 

impacts resulting from the Project Activity have been identified in the PSF, 

including: 

(i) Environmental impacts, both positive and negative, from all sources 

(stationary and mobile) that may result from the Project Activity, within and 

outside the project boundary, over which the Project Owner(s) has control, 

and beyond what would reasonably be expected to occur in the absence of 

the Project Activity; and 

(ii) Impacts to society and stakeholders, both positive and negative, which may 

result from constructing and operating the Project Activity; 

(b) Describe how the GCC Verifier has assessed that the Project Activity has adopted 

Risk Mitigation Action Plans to mitigate the risks of negative environmental and 

social impacts to levels that are unlikely to cause any harm, and has committed to 

implementing those plans in the PSF; and  

(c) Include reporting as per Table 1 (a, b) in the Project Verification Report. 

20. During Emission Reduction Verification for any given monitoring period, the approved 

GCC Verifier shall also verify the implementation of all Risk Mitigation Action Plans 

committed to in the PSF for the Project Activity and evaluate the performance of all actions 

and achievement of all targets defined in those plans and reported in the PMR as per 

Table 2 (a, b). 

21. The GCC Emission Reduction Verifier shall provide a GCC Emission Reduction 

Verification Report for the chosen monitoring period, certifying the Project Activity has not 

caused any net harm to the environment or society and, hence, is eligible to receive the 

S+ and E+ certifications. In doing this, the GCC Verifier shall:  

(a) Conduct an assessment and confirm that the Project Activity has been 

implemented as described in the registered PSF;  

(b) Confirm that the PMR, for the monitoring period being verified, sufficiently 

describes how the Environment and Social Safeguards, as described in the 

registered PSF, have been implemented, measured, monitored and reported; 
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(c) Describe how the GCC Verifier has assessed that the Project Activity has achieved 

the targets identified in the Risk Mitigation Action Plan(s) to manage risks to levels 

that do not cause any net harm to the environment or society, as defined in the 

PSF and documented in the PMR; and  

(d) Include reporting as per Table 2 (a, b) in the Emission Reduction Verification 

Report. 
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Table 1(a): Matrix for Identifying Environmental Impacts, Establishing Safeguards and Performing Do-No-Harm Risk Assessments in the PSF and 
GCC Verifier’s conclusion 

                                                
5 sourced from the CDM SD Tool and the sample reports are available ( https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx ) 

Impact of Project Activity 
on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment and Establishing Safeguards Project Owner’s 
Conclusion 

GCC Verifier’s 
Conclusion 

Description 
of Impact 

(both 
positive and 

negative) 

Legal 
requiremen

t / Limit 

Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment  Risk Mitigation Action 
Plans 

Do-No-Harm Residual 
Risk Assessment 

Self-Declaration 3rd Party Audit 

Not 
Applicable 
(No actions 
required) 

Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Harmful 
(Actions 
required) 

Operationa
l Controls 

Program of 
Risk 

Managemen
t Actions 

Re-
evaluate 

Risks  

Monitorin
g 

Explanatio
n of 

Conclusion 

The Project 
Activity will 
not cause 
any harm 

Verification 
Process 

Will the 
Project 
Activity 
cause any 
harm? 

Environmental 
impacts on the 
identified 
categories5 
indicated below. 

  

Indicators for 
environmental 
impacts  

Describe 
anticipated 
environmenta
l impacts, 
both positive 
and negative 
from all 
sources 
(stationary 
and mobile), 
that may 
result from 
the Project 
Activity, 
within and 
outside  the 
project 
boundary, 
over which 
the Project 
Owner(s) has 
control, and 
beyond what 
would 
reasonably 
be expected 
to occur in 
the absence 
of the Project 
Activity. 

Describe the 
applicable 
national 
regulatory 
requirements 
/legal limits 
related to the 
identified 
risks of 
environmenta
l impacts. 

If no 
environmenta
l impacts are 
anticipated, 
then the 
Project 
Activity is 
unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Not 
Applicable 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
environmenta
l impacts are 
anticipated, 
but are 
expected to 
be in 
compliance 
with 
applicable 
national 
regulatory 
requirements
/ below the 
legal limits, 
then the 
Project 
Activity is 
unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
environmenta
l impacts are 
anticipated 
that will not 
be in 
compliance 
with the 
applicable 
national 
regulatory 
requirements 
or are likely 
to exceed 
legal limits, 
then the 
Project 
Activity is 
likely to 
cause harm 
(may be un-
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Harmful 
(Actions 
required). 

Describe the 
operational 
controls and 
best 
practices, 
focusing on 
how to 
implement 
and operate 
the Project 
Activity, to 
reduce the 
risk of 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
Harmful.  

Describe the 
Program of 
Risk 
Management 
Actions (refer 
to Table 3), 
focusing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
installation of 
pollution 
control 
equipment) 
that will be 
adopted to 
reduce the 
risk of impacts 
that have 
been 
identified as 
Harmful. 

Re-
evaluate 
risks after 
Risk 
Mitigation 
Action 
Plans have 
been 
developed 
(refer to 
previous 
two 
columns) 
for impacts 
that have 
been 
identified 
as Harmful. 
Indicate 
whether 
the risks 
have been 
eliminated 
or reduced 
and, where 
appropriate
, indicate 
them as 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Describe 
the 
monitoring 
approach 
and the 
parameters 
to be 
monitored 
for each 
impact that 
has been 
identified as 
Harmful 
and 
described in 
the PSF 
(refer to 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
Project 
Owner has 
concluded 
that the 
Project 
Activity is 
likely to 
achieve the 
identified 
Risk 
Mitigation 
Action Plan 
targets for 
managing 
risks to 
levels that 
are unlikely 
to cause any 
harm. 

Confirm that 
the Project 
Activity risks 
of negative 
environmenta
l impacts are 
expected to 
be managed 
to levels that 
are unlikely 
to cause any 
harm (Mark 
+1 for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

Describe how 
the GCC 
Verifier has 
assessed 
that the 
Project 
Activity has 
adopted Risk 
Mitigation 
Action Plans 
to mitigate 
the risks of 
negative 
environmenta
l impacts to 
levels that 
are unlikely 
to cause any 
harm. 

Confirm 
whether the 
Project 
Activity is 
expected to 
manage risks 
of negative 
environmenta
l impacts to 
levels that 
are unlikely 
to cause any 
harm (Mark 
+1 for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
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Environmental Safeguards   

Environmen
t - Air 

SOx 
emissions  

             

NOx 

emissions 
             

CO2 
emissions 

             

CO 
emissions 

             

Suspended 
particulate 
matter 

(SPM) 
emissions 

             

Fly ash 
emissions 

             

Non-
Methane 
Volatile 
Organic 
Compounds 
(NMVOCs)  

             

Odor 
emissions  

             

Noise 
Pollution  

             

Others              

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

              

Environmen
t - Land 

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from 
Plastics 
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Solid waste 
Pollution 

from 
Hazardous 
wastes 

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from Bio-
medical 
wastes 

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from E-
wastes  

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from 
Batteries  

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from end of 
life products/ 
equipment 

             

Soil 
Pollution 
from 
Chemicals 
(including 
Pesticides, 
heavy 
metals, lead, 
mercury) 

             

Soil erosion              

Others              

Add more 
rows if 
required 
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Environmen
t - Water 

Reliability/ 
accessibility 

of water 
supply  

             

Water 
Consumptio
n from 
ground and 
other 
sources 

             

Generation 
of 
wastewater  

             

Wastewater 

discharge 
without/with 
insufficient 
treatment   

             

Pollution of 
Surface, 
Ground 
and/or 
Bodies of 

water 

             

Others              

Add more 
rows if 

required 

             

              

Environmen
t – Natural 
Resources 

Conserving 
mineral 

resources 

             

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
plant life 

             

Protecting/ 

enhancing 
species 
diversity 
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Protecting/ 
enhancing 

forests 

             

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
other 
depletable 
natural 
resources 

             

Conserving 
energy 

             

Replacing 
fossil fuels 
with 

renewable 
sources of 
energy 

             

Replacing 
ODS with 
non-ODS 
refrigerants 

             

Others              

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

Note: If the score is: (a) zero or greater, the overall impact is neutral or positive and there is no net harm; and (b) less than zero, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to Environment. 
Score is obtained after adding the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

  

Net Score:   

Project Owner’s Conclusion in 
PSF: 

The Project Owner confirms that the Project Activity will not cause any net harm to the environment.  

GCC Project Verifier’s 
Opinion: 

The GCC Verifier certifies that the Project Activity [is not likely to cause any] or [is likely to cause] net 
harm to Environment. 
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Table 1(b): Matrix for Identifying Social Impacts, Establishing Safeguards and Performing Do-No-Harm Risk Assessments in the PSF and 

GCC Verifier’s conclusion:  

Impact of Project 
Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment and Establishing Safeguards Project Owner’s 
Conclusion 

GCC Verifier’s 
Conclusion 

Descriptio
n of Impact 

(both 
positive and 

negative) 

Legal 
requiremen

t /Limit 

Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment  Risk Mitigation Action 
Plans  

Do-No-Harm Residual 
Risk Assessment 

Self-Declaration 3rd Party Audit 

Not 
Applicabl
e (No 
actions 
required) 

Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Harmful 
(Actions 
required) 

Operationa
l Controls 

Program of 
Risk 

Managemen
t Actions  

Re-
evaluate 

Risks 

Monitorin
g 

Explanatio
n of 

Conclusion 

The 
Project 
Activity 
will not 
cause 
any 
harm 

Verificatio
n Process 

Will 
the 
Project 
Activit
y 
cause 
any 
harm? 

Social 
impacts on 
the 
identified 
categories6  
indicated 
below. 

  

Indicators for 
social impacts 

Describe the 
impacts on 
society and 
stakeholders
, both 
positive and 
negative, 
that may 
result from 
constructing 
and 
operating of 
the Project 
Activity. 

Describe the 
applicable 
national 
regulatory 
requirements 
/ legal limits 
related to the 
identified 
risks of social 
impacts. 

If no social 
impacts are 
anticipated, 
then the 
Project 
Activity is 
unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Not 
Applicable 
(No actions 
required) 

If social 
impacts are 
anticipated, 
but are 
expected to 
be in 
compliance 
with 
applicable 
national 
regulatory 
requirements
/ legal limits, 
then it the 
Project 
Activity is 
unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

If social 
impacts are 
anticipated 
that will not 
be in 
compliance 
with the 
applicable 
national 
regulatory 
requirements
/ legal limits, 
then the 
Project 
Activity is 
likely to 
cause harm 
(may be 
unsafe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Harmful 
(Actions 
required). 

Describe the 
operational 
controls and 
best 
practices, 
focusing on 
how to 
implement 
and operate 
the Project 
Activity, to 
reduce the 
risk of 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
Harmful. 

Describe the 
Program of 
Risk 
Management 
Actions (refer 
to Table 3), 
focusing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
construction 
of crèche for 
workers) that 
will be 
adopted to 
reduce the 
risk of impacts 
that have 
been 
identified as 
Harmful. 

Re-
evaluate 
risks after 
Risk 
Mitigation 
Actions 
plans have 
been 
developed 
(refer to 
previous 
two 
columns) 
for impacts 
that have 
been 
identified 
as Harmful. 
Indicate 
whether 
the risks 
have been 
eliminated 
or reduced 
and, where 
appropriate
, indicate 
them as 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Describe 
the 
monitoring 
approach 
and the 
parameters 
to be 
monitored 
for each 
impact that 
has been 
identified as 
Harmful and 
to be 
described in 
the PSF 
(refer to 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
Project 
Owner has 
concluded 
that the 
Project 
Activity is 
likely to 
achieve the 
identified 
Risk 
Mitigation 
Action Plan 
targets for 
managing 
risks to 
levels that 
are unlikely 
to cause any 
harm. 

Confirm 
that the 
Project 
Activity 
risks of 
negative 
social 
impacts 
are 
expected 
to be 
manage
d to 
levels 
that are 
unlikely 
to cause 
any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes 
or and -1 
for No) 

Describe 
how the 
GCC Verifier 
has 
assessed 
that the 
Project 
Activity has 
adopted 
Risk 
Mitigation 
Action Plans 
to mitigate 
the risks of 
negative 
social 
impacts to 
levels that 
are unlikely 
to cause any 
harm. 

Confirm 
whether 
the 
Project 
Activity 
is likely 
to 
manage 
risks of 
negative 
social 
impacts 
to levels 
that are 
unlikely 
to cause 
any 
harm 
(Mark 
+1 for 
Yes or 
and -1 
for No) 

                                                
6 sourced from the CDM SD Tool and the sample reports are available ( https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx ) 

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
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Social Safeguards   

Social - 
Jobs 

Long-term 
jobs (> 1 
year) created/ 
lost 

             

New short-
term jobs (< 1 
year) created/ 
lost 

             

Sources of 
income 
generation 
increased / 
reduced 

             

Social - 
Health & 
Safety 

Disease 
prevention 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
accidents 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
crime 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
food wastage 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
indoor air 
pollution 

             

Efficiency of 

health 
services 

             

Sanitation 
and waste 
management  

             

Other health 
and safety 
issues 
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Add more 
rows if 

required 

             

Social - 
Educatio
n 

Job related 
training 
imparted or 
not 

             

Educational 
services 
improved or 
not 

             

Project-
related 
knowledge 

dissemination 
effective or 
not 

             

Other 
educational 
issues 

             

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

Social - 
Welfare 

Improving/ 
deteriorating 
working 
conditions 

             

Community 
and rural 
welfare 

             

Poverty 
alleviation 

(more people 
above 
poverty level) 

             

Improving / 
deteriorating 
wealth 
distribution/ 
generation of 

income and 
assets 
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Increased or / 
deteriorating 

municipal 
revenues 

             

Women's 
empowermen
t 

             

Reduced / 
increased 
traffic 
congestion 

             

Other social 
welfare 
issues 

             

Add more 
rows if 
required  

             

Note: If the score is: (a) zero or greater, the overall impact is neutral or positive and there is no net harm; and (b) less than zero, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to 
society. Score is obtained after adding the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

  

Net Score:   

Project Owner’s 
Conclusion in PSF: 

The Project Owner confirms that the Project Activity will not cause any net harm to society.  

GCC Project Verifier’s 
Opinion: 

The GCC Verifier certifies that the Project Activity [is not likely to cause any] or [is likely to cause] net 
harm to society. 

 



Global Carbon Council 

Environment and Social Safeguards Standard  

 22 of 33 
  

Table 2(a): Matrix for Reporting Project Owner’s Conclusion Regarding Environmental Do-No-Harm Risk Assessments in Monitoring Reports 

and GCC Verifier’s conclusion: 

Impact of Project 
Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment and establishing Safeguards as defined in the 
registered PSF and as per the actual situation on ground during the monitoring period 

Project Owner’s 
Conclusion 

GCC Verifier’s 
Conclusion 

Description 
of Impact 

(both 
positive and 

negative) 

Legal 
requiremen

t /Limit 

Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment  Action Plan(s) to Reduce 
Harmful Impacts  

Do-No-Harm Residual 
Risk Assessment 

Self-Declaration 3rd Party Audit 

Not 
Applicable 
(No actions 
required) 

Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Harmful 
(Actions 
required) 

Operation
s Control 

Risk 
Manageme
nt Program  

Re-
evaluate 

Risks  

Monitoring Explanatio
n of 

Conclusio
n 

The Project 
Activity 
will not 
cause any 
harm 

Verificatio
n Process 

Will 
the 
Project 
Activit
y 
cause 
any 
harm? 

Environmental 
impacts on the 
identified 
categories given 
below and as 
defined in the 
registered PSF 

  

Indicators for 
Environmental 
impacts as 
defined in the 
registered 
PSF 

Describe the 
Environment
al impacts, 
both positive 
and negative 
from all 
sources 
(stationary 
and mobile), 
that will 
result from 
the Project 
Activity, 
within and 
outside  the 
project 
boundary, 
over which 
the Project 
Owners have 
control, and 
beyond what 
would 
reasonably 
be expected 
to occur in 
the absence 
of Project 
Activity. 

Describe the 
applicable 
National 
Legal 
requirements 
/Limit related 
to the 
identified 
Environment
al impacts. 

If there are 
no 
Environment
al impacts, 
then the 
Project 
Activity will 
not cause 
any harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Not 
Applicable 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
Environment
al impacts 
exist, but are 
below the 
applicable 
National 
Legal Limits, 
then it is 
unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
Environmental 
impacts exist 
that are not 
complying with 
the applicable 
National 
Legal/Regulator
y requirements/ 
or exceed the 
legal limits, 
then it is likely 
to cause harm 
(may be un-
safe) and shall 
be indicated as 
Harmful 
(Actions 
required). 

Describe 
the 
operational 
control 
actions and 
best 
practices 
focusing on 
how to 
operate the 
Project 
Activity to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
Harmful.  

Describe the 
Program of 
Risk 
Management 
Actions (refer 
to Table 3), 
focusing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
installation of 
pollution 
control 
equipment) 
planned to 
reduce the 
risk of 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
Harmful. 

Re-evaluate 
risks after 
actions are 
planned/ 
implemente
d (refer to 
previous 
two 
columns) 
for impacts 
that have 
been 
identified as 
Harmful 
and indicate 
whether the 
risks have 
been 
eliminated 
or reduced 
and 
accordingly, 
indicate 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Describe the 
monitoring 
approach 
and the 
monitoring 
parameters 
correspondin
g to each 
impact that 
has been 
identified as 
Harmful and 
to be 
described in 
the PMR 
(refer to 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
Project 
Owner has 
concluded 
that the 
Project 
Activity has 
achieved the 
identified 
action-plan 
targets for 
managing 
risks to 
levels that 
do not cause 
any harm. 

Confirm that 
the Project 
Activity risks 
of negative 
environment
al impacts 
are expected 
to be 
managed to 
levels so that 
they do not 
cause any 
harm (Mark 
+1 for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

Describe 
how the 
GCC 
Verifier has 
assessed 
that the 
Project 
Activity has 
achieved 
the 
identified 
action-plan 
targets for 
managing 
risks to 
levels that 
do not 
cause any 
harm. 

Confirm 
whether 
the 
Project 
Activity 
is likely 
to 
manage 
risks to 
the 
levels 
so that 
the 
impacts 
do not 
cause 
any 
harm 
(Mark 
+1 for 
Yes or 
and -1 
for No) 

Environmental Safeguards   

SOx 
emissions  
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Environme
nt - Air 

NOx 
emissions 

             

CO2 
emissions 

             

CO 
emissions 

             

Suspended 
particulate 
matter 
(SPM) 
emissions 

             

Fly ash 
emissions 

             

Non-
Methane 
Volatile 
Organic 
Compounds 
(NMVOCs)  

             

Odor 
emissions  

             

Noise 
Pollution  

             

Others              

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

              

Environme
nt - Land 

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from 
Plastics 

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from 
Hazardous 
wastes 
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Solid waste 
Pollution 

from Bio-
medical 
wastes 

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from E-
wastes  

             

Solid waste 
Pollution 
from 
Batteries  

             

Solid waste 

Pollution 
from end of 
life 
products/ 
equipment 

             

Soil 
Pollution 
from 
Chemicals 

(including 
Pesticides, 
heavy 
metals, 
lead, 
mercury) 

             

Soil erosion              

Others              

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

              

Environme
nt - Water 

Reliability/ 
accessibility 
of water 
supply  
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Water 
Consumptio

n from 
ground and 
other 
sources 

             

Generation 
of 
wastewater  

             

Wastewater 
discharge 
without/with 
insufficient 
treatment   

             

Pollution of 
Surface, 
Ground 
and/or 
Bodies of 
water 

             

Others              

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

              

Environme
nt – Natural 
Resources 

Conserving 
mineral 

resources 

             

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
plant life 

             

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
species 
diversity 

             

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
forests 
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Protecting/ 
enhancing 

other 
depletable 
natural 
resources 

             

Conserving 
energy 

             

Replacing 
fossil fuels 
with 
renewable 
sources of 
energy 

             

Replacing 
ODS with 
non-ODS 
refrigerants 

             

Others              

Add more 
rows if 

required 

             

Note: If the score is: (a) zero or greater, the overall impact is neutral or positive and there is no net harm; and (b) less than zero, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to the 
environment. Score is obtained after adding the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

  

Net Score:   

Project Owner’s 
Conclusion in 
Monitoring Report: 

The Project Owner confirms that the Project Activity will not cause any Net-harm to Environment.  

GCC Emission 
Reduction Verifier’s 
Opinion: 

The GCC Verifier certifies that the Project Activity, during this monitoring period, [has not caused any / has 
caused] net harm to Environment. 
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Table 2 (b): Matrix for Reporting Project Owner’s Conclusion Regarding Social Do-No-Harm Risk Assessments in Monitoring Reports and GCC 

Verifier’s conclusion: 

Impact of Project 
Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment and establishing Safeguards as defined in the 
registered PSF and as per the actual situation on ground during the monitoring period 

Project Owner’s 
Conclusion 

GCC Verifier’s 
Conclusion 

Descriptio
n of 

Impact 
(both 

positive 
and 

negative) 

Legal 
requiremen

t /Limit 

Do-No-Harm Risk Assessment  Action Plan(s) to Reduce 
Harmful Impacts  

Do-No-Harm Residual 
Risk Assessment 

Self-Declaration 3rd Party Audit 

Not 
Applicabl
e (No 

actions 

required) 

Harmless (No 

actions 
required) 

Harmful 
(Actions 
required) 

Operation
s Control 

Risk 
Managemen
t Program  

Re-
evaluate 

Risks 

Monitoring Explanatio
n of 

Conclusio
n 

The 
Project 
Activit
y will 
not 
cause 
any 
harm 

Verificatio
n Process 

Will 
the 
Project 
Activit
y 
cause 
any 
harm? 

Social 
impacts on 
the 
identified 
categories 
given below 
and as 
defined in 
the 
registered 
PSF 

 

  

Indicators for 
social impacts 
and as defined 
in the 
registered PSF 

 

Describe the 
impacts, both 
positive and 
negative, on 
society and 
stakeholders 
that may 
result from 
constructing 
and operating 
the Project 
Activity. 

Describe the 
applicable 
National Legal 
requirements 
/Limit related 
to the 
identified 
social 
impacts. 

If there are 
no social 
impacts, 
then the 
Project 
Activity will 
not cause 
any harm (is 
safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Not 
Applicable 
(No actions 
required) 

If social impacts 
exist, but are 
complying with the 
applicable 
National Legal 
requirements/withi
n legal Limits, 
then it is unlikely 
to cause any harm 
(is safe) and shall 
be indicated as 
Harmless (No 
actions required) 

If social 
impacts 
exist that are 
not in 
compliance 
with the 
applicable 
National 
Legal 
Requirement
, then it is 
likely to 
cause harm 
(may be 
unsafe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
Harmful 
(Actions 
required). 

Describe the 
operational 
control 
actions and 
best 
practices 
focusing on 
how to 
operate the 
Project 
Activity to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
Harmful. 

Describe the 
Program of 
Risk 
Management 
Actions (refer 
to Table 3), 
focusing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
construction of 
Creche for 
workers) 
planned to 
reduce the risk 
of impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
Harmful. 

Re-evaluate 
risks after 
actions are 
planned/ 
implemente
d (refer to 
previous 
two 
columns) 
for impacts 
that have 
been 
identified as 
Harmful and 
indicate 
whether the 
risks have 
been 
eliminated 
or reduced 
and 
accordingly, 
indicate 
Harmless 
(No actions 
required) 

Describe the 
monitoring 
approach 
and the 
monitoring 
parameters 
correspondin
g to each 
impact that 
has been 
identified as 
Harmful and 
to be 
described in 
the PMR 
(refer to 
Table 3). 

Describe how 
the Project 
Owner has 
concluded 
that the 
Project 
Activity has 
achieved the 
identified 
action-plan 
targets for 
managing 
risks to levels 
that do not 
cause any 
harm. 

Confirm 
that the 
Project 
Activity 
risks of 
negative 
social 
impacts 
are 
expecte
d to be 
manage
d to 
levels so 
that they 
do not 
cause 
any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes 
or and -1 
for No) 

Describe how 
the GCC 
Verifier has 
assessed 
that the 
Project 
Activity has 
achieved the 
identified 
action-plan 
targets for 
managing 
risks to levels 
that do not 
cause any 
harm. 

Confirm 
whether 
the 
Project 
Activity 
is likely 
to 
manage 
risks to 
the 
levels so 
that the 
impacts 
do not 
cause 
any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes 
or and -1 
for No) 

Social Safeguards   

Social - 
Jobs 

Long-term 
jobs (> 1 
year) 
created/ lost 
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New short-
term jobs (< 

1 year) 
created/ lost 

             

Sources of 
income 
generation 
increased / 
reduced 

             

Social - 
Health & 
Safety 

Disease 
prevention 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
accidents 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
crime 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 

food wastage 

             

Reducing / 
increasing 
indoor air 
pollution 

             

Efficiency of 
health 
services 

             

Sanitation 
and waste 
management  

             

Other health 
and safety 
issues 

             

Add more 
rows if 
required 

             

Social - 
Educatio
n 

Job related 
training 
imparted or 
not 
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Educational 
services 

improved or 
not 

             

Project-
related 
knowledge 
disseminatio
n effective or 
not 

             

Other 
educational 
issues 

             

Add more 

rows if 
required 

             

Social - 
Welfare 

Improving/ 
deteriorating 
working 
conditions 

             

Community 
and rural 
welfare 

             

Poverty 
alleviation 
(more people 
above 

poverty level) 

             

Improving / 
deteriorating 
wealth 
distribution/ 
generation of 
income and 
assets 

             

Increased or 
/ 
deteriorating 
municipal 
revenues 

             

Women's 
empowerme
nt 
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Reduced / 
increased 

traffic 
congestion 

             

Other social 
welfare 
issues 

             

Add more 
rows if 
required  

             

Note: If the score is: (a) zero or greater, the overall impact is neutral or positive and there is no net harm; and (b) less than zero, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to society. Score 
is obtained after adding the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

  

Net Score:   

Project Owner’s 
Conclusion in 
Monitoring 
Report: 

The Project Owner confirms that the Project Activity will not cause any net harm to society.  

GCC Emission 
Reduction 
Verifier’s Opinion: 

The GCC Verifier certifies that the Project Activity, during this monitoring period, [has not caused any / has caused] 
net harm to society. 
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Table 3: Format for reporting on monitoring of Programs of Risk Management Actions 

Data / Parameter: XX 

Objective of the 
Program of Risk 
Management Actions  

Program of Risk Management Actions for XXXXXXX (PRMA XX) 

[[Purpose: To mitigate/reduce an environmental/social impact identified as Harmful in the 
risk assessment and to develop a Program of Risk Management Actions plan 
to address the risk of xxx. 

Describe the 
environment /social 
impact risk that needs to 
be mitigated. 

 

Describe the actions 
and targets that will be 
implemented to ensure 
that the Project Activity 
will avoid negative 
impacts that cause 
harm. 

Describe the Program of Risk Management Actions, focusing on additional 
actions (e.g., installation of pollution control equipment) planned to reduce the 
risk of impacts that have been identified as Harmful. 
 

Program of Risk 
Management Actions to 
achieve the target(s): 

 

 

S.No. Action 
and 
targets 

Responsibility Resource 
Requirement 

Target to 
be 
Achieved 
by (insert 
date) 

Key 
Performance 
Indicators 
(KPI) 

Targets 
achieved 
on (insert 
date) 

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

6       

 

Date of Closing the Program:   

 

QA/QC 
procedures: 

 

Describe whether the 
Project Activity has 
achieved the targets set 
out in this Program of 
Risk Management 
Actions. If yes, describe 
the outcome(s). 
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Version Date Comment 

V 2.0 17/08/2020  Revised version released on approval by the 
Steering Committee as per the GCC Program 
Process; 

 Revised version contains following changes: 
o Change of name from Global Carbon Trust 

(GCT) to Global Carbon Council (GCC);  
o Considered and addressed comments raised by 

the Steering Committee: 
 during physical meeting (SCM 01, dated 29 

Oct 2019, Doha Qatar); and 
 electronic consultations EC01-Round 01 

(15.09.2019 – 25.09.2019), EC01-Round 02 
(27.03.2020 – 27.06.2020). 

o Feedback from Technical Advisory Board (TAB) 
of ICAO on GCC submission for approval under 
CORSIA7. 

V 1.0 25/06/2019  Initial version was released for approval by the GCC 
Steering Committee.  

 This version contains details and instructions on the 
information to be provided, consequent to the 
latest developments world-wide (e.g., CORSIA EUC).   

                                                
7See ICAO recommendation for conditional approval of GCC at https://www.icao.int/environmental-

protection/CORSIA/Documents/TAB/Excerpt_TAB_Report_Jan_2020_final.pdf 
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